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ABSTRACT

The stranding of a juvenile of Minke Whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata Lacépéde, 1804) on

the coast of Fregene, near Rome (Latium, Central Italy) is here reported. Historical and recent
data suggest the possibility that the Mediterranean Sea could be a potential birth or nursery

area for this species.
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INTRODUCTION

The Minke Whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata
Lacépede, 1804) is a cosmopolitan species found in
all oceans and at all latitudes, from 65° S to 80° N.
(Stewart & Leatherwood, 1985; Arnold et al., 1987,
Arnold, 1997). The Minke Whale is a species listed
in the Appendix I of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora - CITES (except for the population of West
Greenland listed in Appendix I1) and it is considered
a “threatened species” in the Annex II of the
Barcelona Convention for Protection against Pollu-
tion in the Mediterranean Sea. This species is also in-
cluded in the Appendix II of the Bern Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats and considered a “Strictly protected fauna
species”. It is also a “species in need of strict protec-
tion” in the European Union by the Annex IV of the
Council Directive 92/43/EEC of May 21th 1992 on

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna
and flora, known as “Habitats Directive”. Finally, it
is listed as “Vulnerable” at the European level, and
classified as “Least Concern” on the [IUCN Red List
of Threatened Species (Reilly et al., 2008; Maio et
al., 2016). In the Mediterranean Sea, according to the
Annex 4 of Agreement on the Conservation of
Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and
Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS), this
species is considered as a “visitor species”, “
sional” in the Italian seas (Maio et al., 2016).
Balaenoptera acutorostrata has a stockier build
than the other species of the Balaenopteridae fam-
ily, with a triangular head and a narrow, pointed
muzzle. The dorsal fin is larger than that of B.
bonaerensis and is placed in a more advanced po-
sition, the pectoral fins are small and lanceolate, and
the caudal fin is wide. The coloring of the upper
parts is slate gray or dark gray, that of the lower
parts is whitish; the dorsal part of the pectoral fins

occa-
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is crossed by a white band. The adults of the north-
ern oceans have an average length of 7/9 meters and
a weight of almost 5 tons.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Fregene, in the Municipality of Fiumicino just 30
km from Rome in Latium, is a well-known seaside
village in the Tyrrhenian Sea. The coordinates are:
41°51°11.08”N - 12°11°36.16”E. The presence of the
mouth of the Arrone River, emissary of Bracciano
Lake, is significant in the area for the inputs of nu-
trients and debris at sea. The village of Fregene is
part of the Agro Romano area. The whale beaching
took place on April 26th 2020, in the area overlook-
ing the “Glauco” beach property. The authorities
were notified of the presence of a large cetacean
stranding on the beach (Fig. 1). The animal was
found to be a juvenile female specimen of B. acu-
torostrata, 2.5 meters long. An evident prolapse of
the tongue, already swollen by the progress of the de-
composition process, indicated that, probably, the an-
imal had arrived ashore already dead (Figs. 2, 3).
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Currently the causes of death have not been disclosed
by the Experimental Zooprophylactic Institute of
Latium and Tuscany, which collected biological sam-
ples for the analyses required in these cases. The
specimen in question could probably be the same that
was spotted only a few days earlier inside the harbor
of Anzio, on the southern Latium coast.

RESULTS
Systematics

Classis MAMMALIA Linnaeus, 1758
Ordo CETACEA Brisson, 1762
Subordo MYSTICETI Cope, 1891
Familia BALAENOPTERIDAE
Genus Balaenoptera Lacépeéde, 1804

Balaenoptera acutorostrata Lacépede, 1804
The historical data from 1771 to 2016 revealed

49 records of stranded or caught B. acutorostrata
in the Mediterranean Sea (Cagnolaro et al., 2014).

Figure 1. Balaenoptera acutorostrata on ther coast of Fregene (Thyrrenian Sea, Italy).
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Figures 2, 3. Balaenoptera acutorostrata on ther coast of Fregene (Thyrrenian Sea, Italy).

Fifteen of the 49 records were represented by young
individuals, less than 4 meters long (Maio et al.,
2016). Mitochondrial DNA analyses performed on
a young specimens of the same species stranded in
2010 on the Salerno coast revealed that the whale
had a haplotype identical to that of the North At-
lantic populations (Maio et al., 2016). This data,
also supported by the significant share of young
specimens that have been found in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, suggests that our seas are likely to be
used to give birth and as a nursery area to the lesser
whales of the Atlantic.
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